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SUNDA Y, NOVEMBER 01, 2009

Blogging Etiquette: Blawpologies and Self-Promotion
Thanks to Prawfsblawg, and especially Howard Wasserman, for the inv itation to post some thoughts here.
I am a regular reader of blogs, but thus far hav e been only an occasional contributor. So I thought I would
begin with two curiosities, at least to me, that may relate to bloging etiquette. The first is the blawpology (not
to be confusd with theblapology ). Some bloggers who fail to post for a period of time, ty pically sev eral day s to
a few weeks, issue an apology upon returning. Some of the blawpologizers ex plain, on occasion in some
detail, what it is they hav e been doing while they hav e not been blogging. Is this simply a matter of etiquette,
as for ex ample when one leav es a room or a conv ersation for a period of time and later returns ("sorry , I had
to feed the meter -- y ou were say ing")? Or is there a guilt condition of some sort relating to regular blogging,
one that afflicts only some (perhaps small) portion of the blogosphere? I only occasionally read non-legal
blogs, and hav e not noticed this phenomenon elsewhere. I hav e no reason to believ e the apologies are
any thing other than sincere. And to be clear, I do not think those who do not account for their absences are
rude or borderline sociopathic.
The second phenomenon is the attachment of the "shameless self-promotion" qualifier to one's selfpromotion. This practice seems most prev alent on blawgs, although again my ex perience with other forums
is somewhat limited. Is this too a matter of etiquette? Modesty , false or otherwise? Isn't one of the primary
benefits of regular blogging that it prov ides a forum for promoting y our work? Is there really any shame at all
in self-promotion?
In light of the foregoing, let me say two things: Since I last guest-blogged about a y ear ago, it might be polite
to apologize for my ex tended absence. For those wondering what I'v e been up to, y ou'll find out when I,
without any shame or hint of self-consciousness, promote some of my work during this guest stint.
Poste d by Tim Zick on Nove m be r 1, 2009 at 12:42 PM in Blogging | Pe rm alink
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